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I. Complete the following sentences. 

1. __________is the argument that feels or perceives events.  

2. _________ are the roles assigned to the object and indirect object. 

Two NPs that are coindexed are said to ________.  

3.  _________ is a clause (CP) that isn't dominated by anything.  

 

II. True/False 

1. Contentive words usually have an antonym (opposite).  

2. Determiner Phrase means that D is the specifier of NP not the head of its own 

phrase.  

3. Pronouns can be pre-nominal (pre-modifying).  

4. Auxiliaries and to- infinitive occupy the same position within the clause.  

5. Verbs cannot be directly negated but require indirect negation through 

support.  

6. Infinitival 'to' is positioned between subject and verb in complex sentences.  

7.  ‘For’ is an inherently infinitival complementizer and can be used to introduce a 

clause containing infinitival ‘to’ but not a finite clause containing a tensed 

auxiliary like ‘should’.  

8. The complementizer ‘that’ cannot be substituted by another complementizer.  
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III. Answer the following questions. 

i. In the light of the binding theory, discuss why the following sentence raises some 

problems.  
*John thinks that Susan i should kiss her i 

 

ii. Show how the following sentence is a violation of the theta criterion. Use a theta grid to 

explain your answer.  
*Rosemary assigned a homework. 

 

iii. Study the following tree diagram and answer the questions that follow.  

                    TP1 

 
     NP1                           VP1 
 
     N1                   V1     NP2     CP 
 
     He               asked   N2   C      TP2 
 

                                   Bill   if   NP3   VP2 
 
                                                N3   V2  NP4  PP1     PP2 
 
                                             Mary   put N4  P1 NP5   P2  NP6   
 
                                                           nuts  in D1 N5 on  N6 

 
                                                                       his ear   Friday 
                                                                                                                                                                                            

1) What is the direct object of VP2? 

2) What is the indirect object of VP2?  

3) List all the nodes D1 his c-commands.                                                                                                                                      

4) What node(s) does VP2 exhaustively dominate? 

5) List all the Intermediate nodes 

 

iv. Draw TWO P-markers for the following sentence to show its two paraphrases.  

 
1. He promised to call at ten o'clock.  

 

v. Give the verb (ask) a lexical entry with specification of its categories, PAS (Predicate 

Argument Structure) features. 



3 | P a g e 

 

vi. Using the X’-model, draw X-bar trees for the following sentence.  
 

The extremely tired students hated syntactic trees with a passion. 

vii. Parse the following sentences by drawing the corresponding tree diagrams showing the 

phrase structures that constitute the following sentences.  

 

1. That phrase structure rule explains the little understood phenomenon of the 

infinite length of sentences. 

2. Some people may want their politicians to change many laws.  

 

Good Luck  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


